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STATETiaiT  OF  TH2  PORSIGN  OFFICE  REGARDING  THE  INCIDENT 

OF  oin^LIING  THE  LADYBIRD  AND  OTHER  BRITISH  VE33SIS. 

DECSIOBER  30,  1957 

At  tho  request  of  tho  Forolcn  irinlstcr,  iir,  Kokl  Hlrota, 
tho  British  Ambassador,  sir  Robert  Craigic,  called  upon  the 
Foreign  Linlst^r  on  the  30th  J>Jccmbor,  and  was  handed  the  Note 
of  the  japanes'  Government  with  respect  to  the  incidents  of 
attacks  made  on  tho  ladybird  and  other  British  vessels. 

Essential  contents  cf  the  Japanese  ijote  arc  as  follows : 

Monsieur  L^Ambessadour , 

Concerning  tho  incidents  that  occurred  on  the  12th 
Instant  lii  which  Japanese  forces  attacked  British  mr n-of-war 
P.115  and  merchant  vessels  by  mlctolce,  i  had  the  honour  to  address 
a  Note  under  date  of  tho  I4th  Instunt  tendering  the  profound 
apology  of  th3  Japanese  Government,  and  stating  that  they  have 
taken  tho  nocoesary  steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar 
incldonts,  and  that  they  would  dom  properly  -ith  those  rcs- 
ponslble'ond  also  defray  tho  necessary  compensation.  Your 
Excellency  sent  a  Note  in  reply  under  date  of  the  16th  instant, 
in  which  Your  Excellency,  after  describing  the  clrcumctr.nocs 
surrounding  the  incident,  said  (l)  that  tho  British  Government 
were  glad  to  receive  my  Note  of  the  Kth  mentioned  above,  (2) 
that  they  requested  an  assurance  that  the  contents  of  my  Note 
would  apply  to  tho  attacks  upon  tho  British  merchant  vessels, 
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thick  fog  or  haze,  visibility  vjcs  extrciaely  poor:  and  there, 
is  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  fact  that  our  forces  never  at¬ 
tacked  those  vessels  intentionally,  knowing  them  to  be  of 
British  nationality.  This  is  clearly  apparent  in  the  light 
of  the  one  fact  alone  that  our  naval  air  squadrons  and  military 
units  ccasod  firing  the  instant  they  discovered  the  nation¬ 
ality  of  the  ships,  and  our  soldiers  gave  assistance  in  taking 
car;.-  of  the  drad  and  wounded  of  the  "ladybird". 

As  regards  the  assertion  adv  >nood  to  the  effect  that  our 
military  commander  concorned  spoke  of  his  having  received  ah 

order  to  fir*:  upon  ft  11  vessels  on  the  Yangtze,  the  Japanese 

«  • 

Gov^rnmont  havd,  with  epeolal  concern,  investigated  ths  natter, 
p/ll7  and  it  has  been  established  f'Qt  the  alleged  order  applied  only 
to  all  vcooolG  used  for  military  purposes  by  the  onomy,  and  it 
was  nov:r  meant  to  apply  to  the  vessols  of  third  powers. 

As  regards  tho  natters  of  an  apology  on  behalf  of  the 
Japanese  Gevernmont  and  compensation,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
r?affirra  rhnt  I  have  said  in  my  previous  Note,  as  for  the 
treatment  of  those  re  spoils  ib  lo ,  although’  it  has  been  establish¬ 
ed  that  the  Incidents  wor^'  entirely  due  to  a  mistake,  the 
jteponepc  Government,  in  order  to  insure  against  oil  possibility 
of  similar  mietakes,  hovo  dealt  properly  with  those  responsible 
on  the  ground  that  thay  foiled  to  tCke  the  fullest  measures  of 
prconutlon. 


Finally,  t;c  r'.-gords  the  guarantee  for  the  future,  the 
Army  end  the  N  .vy  Irsucd,  immediately  after  tho  inoidonts. 
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Strict  orders  to  the  forces  to  guard  againot  o  repetition  of 
such  mistake  by  exercising  tho  greatest  caution  In  every  area 
where  vessels  of  Greet  Britain  and  other  third  Fo^rers  are  found. 
Also,  both  the  military,  naval  and  diplomatic  authoritlos  on 
the  spot  have,  in  view  of  tho  present  untoward  Incidents, 
renewed  the  rigid  instructions  that  had  been  repeatedly  given 
to  safeguard  life  and  property  in  the  case  of  third  porers. 

The  Japanese  Government  are  studying,  and  expect  to  carry  out, 
every  possible  means  of  realizing  the  above  aims.  For  instance, 
they  intend  to  ascertain,  In  still  closer  cooperation  with  tho 
British  authorities,  the  whereabouts  of  British  nationals  and 
interests,  and  to  communicate  intclllgonce  thereof  to  the 
authorities  on  the  spot,  and  also  to  subordinate  units,  and 
'.liethoy  hovo  taken  stops  to  improve  the  facilities  of  communica¬ 
tion  for  the  speedy  and  offcctivo  transmission  of  ordoro, 

Tho  Japanese  Government  have  token  all  these  measures 

.  .  •  .  ‘  ;  /v  '• 

enumerated  above  in  thoir  sincere  desire  to  render  mere  affective 

•and'  certain  tho  guarantee  for  tho  rights  and  intoreats  of 

Grea4  Britain  and  other  third  powors,  and  l  earnestly  hope 

that  this  will  bo  appreciated  by  tho  British  Government, 

I  avail  mysolf  of  thio  opportunity  to  renow  to  Your 

Excellency  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 
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CKRTIFI'CaTE 
Statement  of  Soiu:*oe  and  Authenticity 

If  ODC,  NeigaharUf  Asaiatant  Chief  of  the  Arohivee  Seetionf 
Japanese  Foreign  Office,  hereby  certify  that  the  document  hereto 
attached  in  Lnglieh*  consisti.ng  of  4  pages  and  entitled  "State¬ 
ment  of  the  Foreign  Office  Regarding  tho  Incident  of  Shelling  the 
liadybird  nnd  British  Vessels,  December  30,  1937"  is  an  exact  and 
true  copy  of  an  official  trans*  of  tho  Japanese  Foreign  Office. 

^ortifiod  at  Tokyo, 

r  a  nuc  ry 

on  thia  ?^h  day  of  .  ^  194?. 


Signature  of  Official 
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C  iU  n  T  I  jj’  I  C  T  ii 
statement  cf  Source  and  .aithentioity 

ODO.  Manaiiaru.  Aeoietant  Chief 

>;ioroii^  cortify  that  the  document  hereto 

attached  in  J*U>ant'A''  conaiotinc;  of  _4  j?"-8€®  entitled”  S.tAt.e.” 
3»P:!Vt..of.  the  foreign  Office  ret^arding  th o  Xn^d eat_oOA^A\?i^ 
thB  j.BdyYi.Td  :-^Pitiah  Veesola^t,  peAyobyrjj^QjL-li^?''  is  an  exact 

and  true  oo.y  of  an  jffioial  document,  of  tho  JapanoaeJ'o.V.iAei.'^XiSlii* 

.  I 

Certified  at  Tokyo, 

J-  7 

on  thia  'th.  day  of  U  c;  nll.i*^yl94^  • 


( Signed)  NaEahay.iu  9p0 
Signaturo  of  Ctfficidl 
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